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it. His unbiassed opinion, as a representative of the people, was in direct
opposition to what lie now holds; but now he is < concerned for the "bank'
(in les-al phraseology), and no doubt finds it a good fat client, as it has
already disposed of more than fifty thousand dollars in the shape of fees.
In 1816 he was alarmed at the dangerous powers such an institution could
make its own, and he raised his roice for a sounder currency than mere
'promises to pay,' with nothing wherewith to fulfil such promises. He
then said, ' C4old and silver currency was the law of the land at home, and
the law of the world abroad; and that, in the present state of the world,
there could be no other currency.'"

Mr. "Webster, thereupon, rose and said:

"That he had been informed that a statement of the proceedings of
this meeting would be presented, and that it would present an altogether
false account of it; and he was requested to lay the evidence of this mis-
representation before the Senate. He had been told, at the same time,
that there was one part of the paper, about to be presented, which con-
tamed matter scandalous in reference to himself. He had said then, what
he had always felt, that he felt much reluctance in laying this evidence
before the Senate, because he should have regarded it as more consistent
with self-respect to have taken no notice of such idle and ridiculous scan-
dal. He had consented, however, to lay the paper in his hand before the
Senate, knowing that the sentiments of the respectable citizens of York
would be misrepresented here by this truly miserable statement of the pro-
ceedings.

" He considered it due to the Yice-President to say, that he was this
morning informed by that gentleman of the offensive character of the refer-
ence to himself. He had told the presiding officer he was aware of the
existence of the offensive paragraph, and that he considered it unimpor-
tant whether it was read or not. The presiding officer had said that the
paragraph was highly improper, and that he would not present the pro-
ceedings unless this part of them was stricken out. "WTien the paper vf as
read, he had not heard the offensive clause, and, of course, he concluded
that it had been expunged. As to the resolutions, he had not read them,
or seen them, until to-day. He considered them as obnoxious to the
charges which the Senator from Mississippi had alleged against them.
They did contain offensive imputations as to members of the Senate. But,
as this was a subject which would take up some time, he would, if the
gentleman from Mississippi had no objection, move to lay the proceedings
on the table, to give the Senators from Pennsylvania time to look into the
character of the statement. If they should afterward determine to renew
the motion to refer and print, the further discussion of the matter might
then take place." *

A debate, however, followed upon the question of receiving